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Krishna Fighting Naga Kaliya Lintel 
This lintel depicts Krishna conquering the | 


Naga Kaliya had put poison in the river used by 
Í Krishna's people. There are 3 lintels of Prasat | 
£ i , 
Muang Tam are carved with this seene. 
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Prasat Muang Tam 
History and Important Facts 


Prasat Muang Tam is located in the 
Prakorn Chai district of Buriram Province. It 
is located 8 Kilometers from Prasat Phnom 
Rung. 

It is a Hindu religious monument. It was 
constructed for the Hindu god Shiva. It was built 
to hold religious ceremonies for the surrounding 
community. 

Archaeological studies have found 
that communities surrounded Prasat Muang 
Tam. for example Ban Kok Muang, Kok Yai 
Khan, Kok  Salongthong, ect. Artifacts found 
include ancient tools and household wares, for 


example clay bowls anda lan “amount of pottery. 


nearly ast 

The architecture is of the ancient Khmer Style. 
The structure was constructed about 1,000 
years ago. The position of Prasat Muang Tam 
is on one of the direct lines from Angkor in 
Cambodia to the North. These lines pass Phnom 
Dangrek mountain, the Prasat Tamuan group 
in Surin, Phnom Rung, Muang Tam in Buriram 
and Phimai in Nakorn Ratchasima. Evidence 
shows that these communities on the lines had 


relationships with one and other. 
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Evidence shows that “รุ t Muang Tam ~~ Prasat Muang Tam is rectangular shaped 


7 ชี ก ดี ธิ ส ิ ท ี ธี ่ 0 ก 64 บ ง นะ ได ไห ด์ ame people AE 120 Meters by 127 meters. It is made of laterite, 
AS d M < Vedats . J 
f sandstone and brick. The structure is situated $i 


f to face the east and includes many buildings. 




















returned about 100 years ago. The local villagers 
called it “Muang Tam” meaning low city, because § 
Phnom Rung is much higher. In 1997 The Fine 
Arts Department commenced reconstruction of 
Muang Tam. They used the Anastylosis method 
during the reconstruction. It was formally opened 
on Nov 10, 1997 by HRH Princess Sirindhorn 
in honor of the 50" Anniversary of the Kings J ap 5 =e i 
ท 

The Outer Wall and Archways are made 

of rectangular laterite blocks topped with 
| finials. Doors were situated in the middle of 
me cach outer wall. The doors were made from 
carved sandstone. There are 8 lotus petals 
engraved on the floors of the doorways. These 
wee represent the plan of the Universe, purity, 


coronation. 





y I. The outer wall and archways 
2. Courtyard and Ponds 
3. The Gallery and Archways ha +e 
4. The Group of towers hee 


5. Libraries 


‘outer £ and the gallery: Fer ae four large 


L shaped ponds which follow the shape of the 
outer wall. The ponds are separated by a path- 
ways. Five steps lead from the pathways to the 
ponds. The edge of each pond has a 5 headed 
serpent (Naga) which forms a rail around the 
ponds. The Naga have not the traditional head- 
dress, this particular style of Naga was popular 
1,000 years ago. Engravings on the columns of 
the eastern doorway indicate the ponds were 


meant to protect the sanctuary itself. 


The Gallery and Archways 

The gallery is a long narrow corridor 
shaped building. It surrounds the main towers 
and the library. It is rectangular shaped and 
made of sandstone. In the middle of each gal- 
lery wall is a door. The door is cross shaped 
or cruciform. These door are made of sandstone. 
They are in alignment with the doorways of the 


outer wall. 


The Group of Towers 

There were five towers constructed on 
laterite bases forming two rows. The main tower 
which was the largest was in the middle of the 
four minor towers. It represented Mount Meru, 
the center of the Universe. 

Unfortunately the main tower has col- 
lapsed due to the great weight of the structure. 
The main tower was the same style as the lesser 
towers only larger. It also had an antechamber. 
Archaeological evidence has shown this group 
of brick towers was adorned with floral designs 


made from a limestone plaster. 





The P ower 6 ล ิ ก แล ม โธ นท 6 Shiva Li 


a-phallic symb Vol Shiva’s creative power, White 
excavating archaeologists found the original Shiva 
Linga. near the main tower at Muang Tam. The 
people paid respect to many Gods, not only to 
the God Shiva. They paid respect to Gods such 
as Vishnu, Indra, and Genesha. 

The minor towers are square shaped 
and have entrances facing the east. Above the 
entrances are lintels, on the other three sides 
are false entrances. The roofs of the towers are 
made from sandstone and had consisted of five 
levels, unfortunately, the upper two levels have 
collapsed. The top level was adorned with carved 


sandstone lotus cappings. 


The Libraries 

The libraries are two of the lesser tow- 
ers, they were used to store sacred texts, and 
religious manuscripts. They may have contained 


sacred images. also. 


“Barai” or Muang Tam reservoir 

The “Barai” is a large reservoir. It is 
situated to the north of Prasat Muang Tam. 
lt measures 510 meters x 1,090 meters and 
is 3 meters deep. There are five steps down 
to the reservoir. The “Barai” represents the 
ocean surrounding Mt..Meru, home of the 


Hindu Gods. 
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Archaeologists also found statues, and 2 
y 4 
figures of the Linga, Ganesha, the guardians and : ญ่ | 
i > 
a Goddess. wl 
ca | 
ง ผ่ @ 
ว Uma-mahesvara Lintel | 
ae: Me- ; ae ง 
ผ่ This lintel shows Uma, and Shiva riding § 


on Shiva’s white bull, Nandin. Shiva is holding § 


Sees Uma with one arm, and has a trident in the 








| 
Lintel : The marriage of Shiva and Uma 
This lintel was probably above the en- 3 


¥ 


irance to the main tower. It depicts the Lord $ 


ji Krishna Lifting the Mt. Govardhana Lintel 


” 


Himalayas giving his daughter Parvati or “Uma” 


w he God Shiva mie lintel แจ Kher This lintel depicts the Lord Krishna lifting 


É style which was used about 1,000 years ago. = Mount Govardhana to protect the shepards and 


“Ly. 4 S s 
theirsherds, from Indra, who is angry, because 


) e | 
Hime the shepards do not worship him. 
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